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Jodhpur: With the compensation announced by the human rights commission for the silicosis victims of Gujarat and MP last week,the victims of Jodhpur,who have long been awaiting compensation from the state government,have now decided to press their demand.The Jodhpur mine workers,under the banner of the Rajasthan State Mine Labour Union,will be submitting a memorandum to the district magistrate giving her an ultimatum of 10 days for the compensation.The union has said if nothing is done in 10 days a movement will be launched.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) after a study of the mine workers of Jodhpur sandstone mines suffering from silicosis in January had directed the state government to look into the issue and provide silicosis victims a suitable compensation.But the government has not yet acted on the suggestion.Meanwhile,the NHRC,addressing the same issue in Gujarat and MP,has recently directed the state governments to pay a compensation of Rs 3 lakh to each victim.

It recommended Rs.3 lakh be given to the next of kin to 238 deceased victims and a suitable rehabilitation package was also urged for 304 persons from MP suffering from the disease.The commission has also said he details of this package must be communicated to the commission within eight weeks beginning November 12.

The managing trustee of the Mine Labour Protection Campaign (MLPC),Rana Sengupta,said,We believe that the state government will have to make the compliance of Workmens Compensation Act,1923,mandatory for the mine owners,so that the workers can be put under the ESI Act.Had it been done long ago,the state government would not have come under pressure to pay this compensation from the state exchequer, Sengupta said.

Recently,the state government has paid a relief of Rs 1 lakh to 18 out of 22 kin of the victims.The remaining have been seeking relief but they are still devoid of the relief amount in the name of the unwarranted formalities by the concerned officials.
