The committee will comprise representatives from NGOs and various departments of the

government
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Jaipur: Taking a serious note of the directives of the National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC) for paying compensation to the next of kin of the 22 deceased silicosis victims and 48

others affected by it in Jodhpur,the state government has proposed to form a 10-member standing

committee for resolving the issue.

In a meeting between Mine Labour Protection Campaign (MPLC),an NGO,and chief secretary S

Ahmed on Monday,it was proposed that the standing committee will not only look into the cases

of compensation of the silicosis victims but will also resolve other cases of labour violations in

the state.From now onwards,labour law violation may also bring about cancellation of the

mining lease by the state government,"sources present during the meeting said.

The NHRC had sent a two-member team to Jodhpur in January this year to assess the situation

following a complaint from MLPC.The team undertook a detailed inquiry and visited various

sites,took personal interviews of victims and conducted pollution checks.After the inquiry,the

team had concluded that silicosis was prevalent amongst mine workers of Jodhpur district and

had asked the state to ensure compensation for those who had died of the disease and

rehabilitation of around 44 others afflicted with it.

According to Rana Sengupta,managing trustee of the MLPC,The committee will comprise

representatives from NGOs and various departments of the state government.It has been

proposed that the committee will try and resolve the issue of paying compensation to the silicosis

victims and will also take up other cases of human rights violation in the state.

However,the chief secretary has proposed that the committee will not just keep itself confined to

Jodhpur but should also probe into other parts of the state where such violations are taking place,

Sengupta said.Sengupta was accompanied by other activists and a high court lawyer,Sanjit

Purohit.

The MLPC has also proposed that violators of labour rights be made accountable for the

health,safety and welfare of mine workers.

Providing identity cards,periodic health check-ups and insurance have also been proposed.
