Had Sought Report on Asbestosis But Denied Information Under RTI 
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Jaipur: Lack of information from the National Institute of Occupational Hazard (NIOH) on the health of about 126 mine workers from Udaipur on whether or not the workers were afflicted with the deadly asbestosis has put the workers in a fix.The NIOH had conducted a test on these workers in 2007.
These workers filed an RTI seeking the results of tests conducted on them but were denied any information.Even appeals filed on the refusal to part with the information went unheard.
And now the Mine Labour Protection Campaign (MLPC) has taken up the issue.According to Rana Sengupta,managing trustee of MLPC,We have filed an appeal on behalf of these people to the chief information commissioner seeking his intervention into the matter.It is a question of life and death for these workers but the NIOH has left the matter pending since 2007. 
Sengupta said that doctors from the NIOH,after conducting medical tests on 126 mine workers from Udaipur have published a research paper called,A Comprehensive Evolution of Health Status of Workers Working in Mines,Milling unit in which the doctors have ascertained that these workers are asbestosis positive.The tests on these workers were conducted on May 7,2007.All the workers on whom the tests were done have at some point of time worked in the asbestos mines.None of these mine workers knew they were afflicted with the disease.If the institute had given them information on the status of their health while doing their research then they could have gone in for some medication there and then itself.But the workers were treated as guinea pigs merely for e research, alleges Sengupta.The health of the workers became public only after a social worker Madhumita Dutta came across the research paper.Thereafter,she filed an RTI seeking the test report but was denied as these were personal information.She was directed the workers should themselves apply for the report.After that 122 workers themselves applied for the information but nothing was forthcoming.An appeal was filed then but to no avail.And thereafter while one of the doctors has resigned,another has retired, he added.
Sengupta has appealed that since the results are serious in nature and is a matter of life and death of many workers so information on their health should be provided so as to take preventive actions.Even if the workers are to claim workmens compensation they require the test results from NIOH for filing their claims, he added.
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